
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING 

October 22, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

October Board Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2019 – 6 p.m. 

Beacon School 

801 W. Union Street 

Athens, Ohio 45701 

The Mission of the Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities  

is to serve our community with compassion, innovation, and transparency 

1. Call to Order – Margaret Demko, Board President. 

2. Roll Call – Arian Smedley. 

3. Reading of Mission Statement. 

4. Motion to approve Agenda.       

5. New Business: 

 

Items for review and discussion: 

a. Board training requirements (Exhibit 1, Pages 1-5). 

b. Parking situation at Beacon School (Exhibit 2, Page 6-11). 

c. Personnel and Administrative Policies (Exhibit 3, Pages 12-25).  

d. Formation of Board Member Vacancy Search Committee 

e. Reminders on future meetings/trainings: 

i. Next meeting – Nov. 12, 6 p.m. at Beacon 

ii. Last meeting of the year: Dec. 3, 6 p.m. at Beacon (will include festive meal) 

Motions for vote: 

f. Approve September 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes (Exhibit 4, Pages 26-30). 

g. Approve contract with Health Recovery Services (HRS) for psychological services, 

pending Prosecuting Attorney’s approval (Exhibit 5, Page 31-38).  

h. Approve transportation contract with Green Cab, pending Prosecuting Attorney’s 

approval (Exhibit 6, Pages 39-44).  

 

6. Board Reports: 

a. Superintendent, Dr. Kevin Davis (Exhibit 7, Pages 45-54).  

b. Director of Education, Becky Martin (Exhibit 8, Pages 55-58). 

c. Director of Finance and Operations, Steve Kramer (Exhibit 9, Pages 59-69). 

d. Director of Service and Support, Richard Suehrstedt (Exhibit 10, Pages 70-71). 

e. Director of Employment Options, Doug Mitchell (Exhibit 11, Pages 72-77). 



 

 

f. Director of Integrate Athens, Autumn Brown (Exhibit 12, Pages 78-80). 

g. MUI Coordinator, Scott Zielinski (Exhibit 13, Page 81). 

h. Director of Human Resources, Gwen Brooks (Exhibit 14, Pages 82-85). 

i. Director of Facilities and Transportation, Butch Withem (Exhibit 15, Page 86). 

 

7. Comments from Visitors relative to the agenda. 

8. Comments from Unions relative to the agenda. 

9. Comments from the Board. 

10. Motion to enter into Executive Session per ORC 121.22 (G)(1) to consider the appointment, 

employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee 

or official.  

11. Motion to return from Executive Session. 

12. Motion to adjourn. 

 

Remaining 2019 ACBDD Trainings and Regular Board Meetings 

 

Regular Board Meetings 

Tuesday, Oct. 22 Beacon School 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 12 Beacon School 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 3 Beacon School 6 p.m. 
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1002 E. State St., Suite 4 
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Fax: (740) 593-8236 

Service & Support 
8 Harper Street 

The Plains, Ohio 45780 
Phone: (740) 592-6006 

Fax: (740) 594-5048 

Transportation  
& Facilities  

9033 Lavelle Road 
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Administration 

801 West Union Street - Athens, Ohio 45701 

Phone: 740-594-3539 - Fax: 740-593-3189 

Dr. Kevin Davis, Superintendent 

 athenscbdd.org  

 
 
This is a friendly reminder of your training requirements. As stated in OAC 5123:2-1-13, board 
members must complete a minimum of 4 hours of in-service training.  
  
To earn your credits, you may do the following: 
 

- Watch any webinar posted on the DODD webinar catalog, which can be found here: 
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/training/all-training-
resources/webinar_catalog 

- Review DODD-issued memo for other suggested material 
 
Verification for in-person trainings are done with our sign-in sheets. Verifications of webinars 
watched require you to email Arian Smedley. Please send her the name of the webinar and the 
day you watched it. Verifications of any other reviewed material require you to email Arian 
Smedley, as well. Please send her the material you reviewed and the date you reviewed it. 
 
You have until the end of the year to complete your training. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions along the way. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Kevin Davis 
Superintendent  
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2019 Board Member Training  

OAC 5123:2-1-13, In-service training for members of county boards of developmental 

disabilities, states that board members must complete a minimum of four hours of in-

service training.  

The rule also states that the director will identify topics related to the developmental 

disabilities service delivery system to be addressed during in-service training. 

The Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) Director Jeff Davis supports 

county board superintendents in offering topics they feel would be most beneficial to 

their board members.  

The director has also identified the following topics as beneficial information for board 

members. 

• Supportive Technology 

• Public Notice and Participation in Rulemaking 

These topics and the accompanying content outlines available below are an option 

superintendents may choose to use for board member training. Neither of the topics 

nor the content outlines offered by the department are required for 2019 board 

member training.  

The topics covered during 2019 board member in-service training will be chosen by 

county board superintendents and may include Supportive Technology or Public Notice 

and Participating in Rulemaking.  

Please note, training offered for credit in the areas of adult services, SSA, or board 

member training provided by a county board of developmental disabilities, the Ohio 

Association of County Boards of Developmental Disabilities, or the Ohio Association of 

Superintendents of County Boards of Developmental Disabilities may be approved by a 

superintendent of a county board of developmental disabilities and does not need 

department approval. 

For questions, please contact training.team@dodd.ohio.gov. 

 

Exhibit 1
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Supportive Technology 

 

Optional Content Outline for County Board Member In-Service Training 

 

1. Watch these short videos to see examples of people using off-the-shelf 

technology to support their desire for independence.  

a. Tech Supports Friends To Live on Their Own (2:06) 

https://youtu.be/ozVf8ipmHW4  

b. Advocate Uses Amazon Echo to Help at Home (3:40) 

https://youtu.be/Z7VxEhwibtI  

c. What Bluetooth Headphones Did for This Employee (1:13) 

https://youtu.be/y0MRIbM8zHc  

d. Lending Library Helps Educate about Tech Devices (1:43) 

https://youtu.be/D5yDFqvMUUM  

 

2. Visit this page to learn more about Supportive Technology:  

a. http://dodd.ohio.gov/TechnologyFirst/Pages/default.aspx  

b. Use the map on this page to find a Technology Lending Library.  

c. Walk through the virtual home to see more examples of off-the-shelf 

technology available to support people with developmental disabilities. 

3. Discuss the following 

a. Discuss ways that off-the-shelf technology may be available to people 

enrolled in a waiver.  

b. How can your county board of developmental disabilities help people and 

families learn about available technology solutions?   
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Public Notice and Participation in 

Rulemaking  

 

Optional Content Outline for County Board Member In-Service Training 

 

Like all state agencies, DODD is governed by state rules and laws as well as federal 

regulations and codes.  

People with developmental disabilities, their families, providers, and other stakeholders 

are encouraged to participate in the process of adopting, amending, or rescinding these 

rules and laws. 

Anyone can participate in the legislative process and comment on current or pending 

legislation or advocate for new legislation by contacting their state senator or state 

representative. 

People are also encouraged to comment on proposed changes during the rules 

clearance period or at public hearings.   

1. Poll the room using the following questions.  

a. How many people in the room have ever submitted comments about a 

proposed change to rules that govern DODD programs?  

b. How many people know how to submit comments about proposed rule 

changes? 

c. How many people think that submitting comments about proposed rule 

changes “won’t really matter anyway”?  

2. Watch this video to hear DODD's legislative liaison Jeremiah Wagner share an 

example of family advocates directly influencing statewide policy and offer an 

overview of the rulemaking process. 

a. https://www.facebook.com/DODDOhio/videos/1560262110745451/  

       Starting at 6:48 and watch through 13:32 
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3. Visit this page on the department’s website to see rules currently under 

development and scheduled public hearing dates.  

a. http://dodd.ohio.gov/RulesLaws/Pages/Rules-Under-Development.aspx  

b. Are there rules under development that the group would like to discuss 

further?  

c. The department is required to review each of its rules at least once every 

five years. Are there rules that the group would be interested in 

commenting on when it comes up for review?  

4. Share this email address for subscribing to Rules Notices and get notification of 

public hearing dates and information about submitting comments when changes 

are proposed to DODD rules.  

a. To subscribe, send a blank email to join-rules-notice@list.dodd.ohio.gov. 
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September 30, 2019 
 
Dear stakeholders of Morrison-Gordon Elementary School, 
 
We (Beacon School and the Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities) continue to 
have concerns with Morrison-Gordon parents/drivers using our parking lot and traffic circle to 
drop off or pick up their students from school. 
 
Our parking lot and traffic circle are not designed for this much traffic. They are designed for 
the Beacon School and the Athens County Board of DD traffic only. 
 
When people from Morrison-Gordon use our parking lot, our traffic circle, our handicap spots, 
and other areas that are not even designated spots - it causes a significant risk to the health and 
safety of the people we serve, their families, our customers, our staff, and even the students 
from Morrison-Gordon who are walking across our lots. 
 
We have worked with the administration of the Athens City Schools over the past year trying to 
alleviate this issue. They have been very supportive. We have sent home multiple letters to the 
families of Morrison-Gordon, we have posted multiple signs in our lot/circle, we have used 
social media to request Morrison-Gordon people not to use our parking spaces, and we have 
even approached drivers first-hand all to no avail. 
 
The issue continues and is as bad as it has ever been. We are concerned that someone is going 
to be hurt by the amount of people using the lot. We are also concerned about the inattention 
paid to our posted traffic signs and the ignoring of our repeated requests to not use our parking 
lots/circle. Occasionally, when directly approached about the issue, it is not uncommon for 
these drivers to react confrontationally toward our staff. 

Exhibit 2
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Therefore, please be aware that beginning Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019, we will be using the services 
of the Athens County Sheriff’s Department to help enforce our posted parking/traffic 
restrictions. This joint effort with the Sheriff’s Department is SOLELY for the purpose of 
protecting the health and safety of the people we serve, their families, our staff, our customers, 
and the students of Morrison-Gordon. 
 
People who continue to violate our posted signage will be issued warnings by the Sheriff’s 
Department. After receiving warnings, people who continue to violate the signage could be 
arrested. 
 
This is not a decision we take lightly. This is not the approach we hoped to take. Please help us 
spread the word. Help us ensure the health and safety of all and help us ensure no one gets 
hurt. 
 
We appreciate your understanding in this matter as we continue to serve people with 
disabilities, their families, and our stakeholders.  
 
Thank you. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me using the information below. 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
 

Kevin Davis, Superintendent 
(740) 594-3539 
kdavis@athenscbdd.org 
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August 22, 2019 
 
For health and safety reasons of the stakeholders we serve, the Athens County Board of DD 
enforces the following parking policy:  
        
Parking at the ACBDD Administration Office / Beacon School 
 

1. Parking at the ACBDD Administration Office / Beacon School will be restricted to 
ACBDD stakeholders between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.  

 
2. For the purposes of this policy, stakeholders include individuals who receive services 

from the ACBDD, their families and support network, ACBDD staff, and community 
members who are using the ACBDD facility.  

 

 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Kevin Davis, Superintendent 
(740) 594-3539 
kdavis@athenscbdd.org 
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December 5, 2018 
For health and safety reasons of the stakeholders we serve, the Athens County Board of DD 
adopted a policy on December 4, 2018 that reads:       
  
Parking at the ACBDD Administration Office / Beacon School 
 

1. Parking at the ACBDD Administration Office / Beacon School will be restricted to 
ACBDD stakeholders between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.  

 
2. For the purposes of this policy, stakeholders include individuals who receive services 

from the ACBDD, their families and support network, ACBDD staff, and community 
members who are using the ACBDD facility.  

 

 
 
Therefore, beginning January 1, 2019, we will begin enforcing this new policy.  If you have any 
questions, please contact: 
 
Kevin Davis, Superintendent 
(740) 594-3539 
kdavis@athenscbdd.org 
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 October 10, 2018 
 
The Athens County Board of DD and Beacon School is continuing to have issues with Morrison-
Gordon School people parking inappropriately in our parking lot.   
 
The below pictures cite an example from yesterday (October 9, 2018).   The person driving the 
grey van (our stakeholder) was unable to get her wheelchair lift down to allow her child to get 
into the van.  This was because the appropriately marked off space for wheelchair lifts was 
being illegally parked in, as the driver of the white car was at Morrison-Gordon School. 
 

                     
 
Every afternoon (and some mornings), we are having issues with Morrison-Gordon people 
parking in spots that are not identified parking spots.  People are parking in the “circle” in front 
of Beacon, parking in front of our welcome sign on our fence, and parking across lines (taking 
up two spots).  We are also having young students from Morrison-Gordon walking across our 
parking lot unattended to get to their rides.   
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