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Newsline 

Open house provides a fond goodbye to ATCO 

December 2018 

Grace Holland and Autumn Brown give each other a comforting hug at ATCO’s closing Open House. Holland and Brown taught clas-

ses in this room, the Developmental Activity Center. During the Open House, all the rooms were filled with memorabilia in pictures 

and activities. / Photo by John Halley of The Athens Messenger 

Local news articles contributed to this piece. 

     Walking through the ATCO building during their 

recent Open House, one could get the sense of 

strolling through the ACBDD’s adult services pro-

gram’s almost 50-year legacy in the community.  

     The building, on Campbell Street in Athens, is 

where the beloved Athens art program Passion Works 

Studio got its first start in 1997; it’s where hundreds 

of community members with disabilities have found 

meaningful, compensated work in the production 

space inside; and, it served as the birthplace for Per-

sonnelPlus. The open house, which served as the last 

big community event before finalizing a three-year 

transition, featured participatory stations devoted to 

each of those pieces of legacy.  
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ATCO cont... 

December 2018 

     The evening was an opportunity to celebrate ATCO 
and its history. ATCO is set to close its doors at the end 
of the year after a three-year transition period. 
     Autumn Brown, the ACBDD’s transition manager, 
has been with ATCO for 22 years. Now that ATCO is 
closing its doors due to a federal mandate, Brown said 
ATCO’s focus for the past three years has been on find-
ing ways to make sure that individuals served by the 
program will continue having access to the services 
they currently receive at ATCO. For starters, Brown ex-
plained that ATCO’s services, including its “dayhab” 
”(day habilitation) legacy, will be continued by at least 
eight community providers. Some of the people served 
by ATCO already have found a new home with organi-
zations such as Passion Works, the Sech-Kar Company, 
and Havar Inc.   
     Brown explained that for years, ATCO has provided 
these dayhab services. That activity essentially turned 
the ATCO building into a community center of sorts, 
where people with and without disabilities could go to 
learn new skills, hang out, and go on community 
outings. That’s in addition to the career training and 
placement services provided by ATCO and the ACBDD 
as a whole. 
     Still, some other individuals have decided that they 
don’t want to go to a new “dayhab” program like 
ATCO, and they’re instead seeking work in the commu-
nity, Brown said. 
     “We didn’t want them to just think that since you 
come to a dayhab, you should go to a dayhab like this, 
so the change fosters this opportunity,” she explained. 
     For example, Dan Schoonover has already found his 
purpose after ATCO closes: His small business, Shady 
Dan’s Sunglasses, will be housed in a new cooperative 
shop in partnership with Havar Inc., to be located on 
Columbus Road in Athens, which is currently searching 
for additional vendors for the store and co-op board 
members. The shop should open sometime early next 
year and will feature vendors with and without disabili-
ties, Brown said. 
     Leslie Perry, a longtime ATCO employee, also shared 
that ATCO Idol will continue under the umbrella of the 
ACBDD’s new Office of Integrate Athens (which will be 
led by Brown). Look forward to updates on that office 
in the next edition of Newsline.   

Dan Schoonover was eager to get back into the pen production 

mode. At one time, his job was to piece together ballpoint pens 

in the ATCO workshop. The ACBDD has worked to transition sev-

eral individuals to other service providers in accordance with a 

federal rule. / Photo by John Halley of The Athens Messenger 

We didn’t want individuals to 

just think that since they come 

to a dayhab, they should go to a 

dayhab like this. The change  

fosters this opportunity.  
            — Autumn Brown 

                     ATCO Transition Manager 
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ATCO cont. ... 

December 2018 

     The ACBDD, along with DD boards across the state, 
was ordered by the federal government to divest it-
self of programs like Passion Works and ATCO. The 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services, an agency 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
ruled in 2014 that local agencies receiving Medicaid 
monies may not monitor the services that the agen-
cies themselves provide and for which the agencies 
are paid.  
     Some of the original works of art created by Pas-
sion Works were on display at the old Passion Works 
studio space at the ATCO building during the Open 
House. Also, because the ATCO building at one time 
served as the production facility for Athens’ famed 
King Midget cars, local residents Glen Goins and Ann 
Goins were on hand to teach people about that histo-
ry (they’re with the local King Midget club). 
     Perry recalled that especially in the ’90s, ATCO had 
“rows and rows” of people in its production space 
who worked to make products for businesses (Brown 
said ATCO used to make pens for the Ohio State High-
way Patrol, for example). But as demand for that work 
dwindled, Brown said, ATCO transitioned to becoming 
a community space. The Open House served as a per-
fect opportunity to capture ATCO’s evolution over 
those nearly 50 years. 
     ATCO became what it is because of the enrollees 
who helped shape it and the staff who supported 
them along the way. The ACBDD and the Athens com-
munity are better off because of the program. While 
its doors are closing, its legacy will live on. Thank you 
to everyone involved in creating such a positive transi-
tion and for making these final months a true celebra-
tion of ATCO’s dedicated service to the community.  

Tami Harter brought her horse friend Aspen to the celebration. 
Here he is getting a treat from Lillian Stamm.    

Photos were on display all over the building, including in these 
photo albums. Here, Jan Hedges searches for photos of her two 
sons who previously attended ATCO.    

At left, Chris Biester treats the crowd to some live music 
during the Open House. The entire building was covered in 
photographs of individuals who either worked or attended 
ATCO over the years.    
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ATCO Board members recognize employees, members 

     At the conclusion of the final ATCO 

board meeting of 2018, the ATCO Board of 

Directors hosted a special recognition of 

their employees and members of the pro-

gram with cake, punch, and special gifts. 

     The ATCO employees received bonuses, 

just in time for the holidays. In addition, 

the ATCO enrollees and staff received 

beautiful blue commemorative jackets. 

     Thank you to the ATCO board of direc-

tors for celebrating the amazing family 

that is ATCO. And thank you for recogniz-

ing everyone in such a positive way. 

        

December 2018 

Left to right, back row: Pat Morris, Grace Holland, Kathy Radcliff, Leslie Perry, Jack Wilson, Sue Orth, Greg King, Mark Cull-

ison, and Chris Biester. Second row: Freda Balch, Tim Crabtree, Kyle Johansson, Regina Sass, Pam Cline, Mandy Sawvel, 

Laurie Gregg, Patty Burgess, April Crabtree, and Helen Klingemann. Third row: Larry Payne, Mandy Payne, Joe Nicolson, 

Shawna Stump, Dawn Brooks, Autumn Brown, and Dan Schoonover.  
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ATCO Leaders treat the community to holiday movie!  

     Using some of the funds they had raised over 

the years, the ATCO Leaders recently treated the 

community to a movie (popcorn and refresh-

ment included)! This was the ATCO Leaders’ way 

of thanking the community for their support and 

getting everyone into the holiday spirit. 

Attendees had their choice of watching The 

Grinch or The Nutcracker.  

     They had representation from ATCO, Building 

Bridges, Echoing Connections, Sechkar, Goodwill, 

and Creative foundations. Altogether, 102 people 

came out! The attendance was so great and the 

experience was so positive, there is even talk 

about doing something like this every year. This 

is another indication that the ATCO legacy will 

live on in Athens County!  

     Well done, ATCO Leaders! 

December 2018 
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2018 ATCO Leadership Team 
We ran this photo back in September, but we thought it fitting to run it again. 

The ATCO Leadership has done an exceptional job over the last three years 

ensuring ATCO’s transition was done responsibly and compassionately. We so 

appreciate everyone at ATCO for their hard work and dedication to those we 

serve. Thank you Joanne, Autumn, Mark, and Laurie for leading the way! 

From left to right, Joanne Heinzman, Nurse Supervisor; Autumn Brown, ATCO Transition Manager; Mark Cullison, Adult Services 

Director; and Laurie Gregg, Business Manager.  

     With winter weather upon us, delays and 

cancellations are always a possibility. This is a 

friendly reminder that you can learn about any 

weather-related delays or cancellations 

through our calling and texting notification  

system.  

     If you would like to be added to our service 

(or removed), please contact Ruth Robertson 

at Beacon School by calling (740) 594-3539. 

Get notified of weather-related delays, cancellations 
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The ACBDD’s managers once again hosted the annual end-of-year Staff Appreciation Breakfast. This is admin-

istration’s way of thanking the staff of the ACBDD for the hard work they do every day and to celebrate the 

successes of 2018.  

Annual Staff Appreciation Breakfast celebrates 2018 

December 2018 

Beacon School’s biggest fundraiser of the year was another huge success, 

thanks to the hard work of our staff and the support of the community. This 

year, the event raised around $2,550. Proceeds will go to the Beacon PTA for 

things like supplies and materials, specialized equipment, Christmas gifts for 

all students, Staff and Aide Appreciation Day, and Water Day expenses. 

Breakfast with Santa another success! 
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The county’s Help Me Grow/Early Intervention Program hosted their 

holiday party at Beacon School again this year. We were happy to pro-

vide them the space. We saw so many happy kids and families - and 

even a Christmas pup! The event featured Santa and Mrs. Clause, good 

food, fun activities, and a dip in the pool.  

Help Me Grow/Early Intervention host holiday party 

     We were proud to see Doug Mitchell, Director of Em-
ployment Options, present at the annual Ohio Association 
of County Boards (OACB) 35th Annual Convention in Co-
lumbus.  
     Doug spoke on the last day of the conference about em-
ployment for job seekers with disabilities in rural areas. 
Doug spoke about the challenges that job seekers face in a 
rural area opposed to metropolitan areas. Approximately 
75-100 participants attended the presentation. 

Doug Mitchell presents during OACB’s annual convention 

Celebrating 
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Community Events 
ACCS Christmas Concert scheduled for Dec. 20th   

     The Athens County Commu-

nity Singers, a choir for all 

voices, will be hosting its an-

nual Christmas Concert on 

Thursday, December 20th, at 

ARTS/West starting at 7 p.m. 

What a great way to get into 

the Christmas spirit!  

     Admission is just a suggest-

ed donation of $10. They will 

also have Christmas CDs for 

sale. We hope to see you 

there!  

December 2018 

FANs Program looking for more volunteers 
     The Friends, Allies and Neighbors (FANs) Program 

of Athens County is looking for new friends to get 

involved in our program! We help individuals with 

developmental disabilities get connected to their 

community through new friendships, volunteering, 

and fun activities.  

     Do you have time for a new friend? Do you want 

to spend time with someone who shares your inter-

ests and passions?  

     Whether you're a college student or a senior citi-

zen, we'd love to see you become a FAN! For infor-

mation about getting involved, contact FANs Coordi-

nator Sara Brumfield at (740) 541-9641 or email 

fan@athenscbdd.org.  
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January* & February Work Anniversaries:  
January 

Heather Buckley —2 years 

Mark Cullison —7 years 

Amy Fronek —2 years 

Beth Graham — 23 years 

Cale Hagen —3 years 
 

Tim Jones — 2 years 

Richard Suehrstedt — 2 years 
 

February 

Scott Crum — 10 years 

Clayton Ray — 6 years 
 

December 2018 

Happy New Year from everyone here at the ACBDD!  

*corrected from last edition   

We would like to wish all of you a safe and happy New Year! May 2019 bring you happiness, 

new goals, new achievements, and lots of new inspiration.  


