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Beacon School transforms into Santa’s Workshop

A magical transformation occurred at Beacon
School this month. After weeks of hard work and
planning, staff created a winter wonderland for
students, families, and the community to enjoy.
Larger-than-life snowflakes covered the cafeteria.
The teacher’s lounge became Santa’s workshop, featuring the big man himself. The gymnasium became a
stage for the band, Rarely Herd and Catfish. It also
housed a chance auction, one of the largest we’ve
ever had.
Rachael and Willow Bigelow have come to every
pancake breakfast. Willow has just graduated from
the school, so coming back is a time to reunite with
everyone.
“It’s like coming back to family and friends,”
Rachael said.

In total, the event raised around $2,500 for Beacon
School. The money earned will fund future field trips
and allow for purchases of more sensory equipment.
Along with ticket sales, proceeds came through the
chance auction. Many local businesses donated items
to the auction. Principal Becky Martin extended her
thanks to everyone who helped.
“Their donation is what makes this special for the
students,” she said.

Local news article contributed to this piece. Photos by Sally Biancone.

1

Newsline

December 2017

More on Breakfast with Santa at Beacon
We wish to thank all of the businesses and individuals who donated to the chance auction. And
thank you to everyone who attended or otherwise supported this annual event. This is our school’s
largest fundraiser. With your help, we raised around $2,500, which will fund future field trips and
allow for purchases of more sensory equipment.
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More on Breakfast with Santa at Beacon
We also want to thank our teachers and staff for working so well together to create this magical
event. It takes months of planning and preparation to create this winter wonderland for all our
students, families, and community members to enjoy. Well done, everyone!
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ATCO Idol Open Stage Meet & Greet
A community inclusion experience
Our friends did a fabulous job bringing down the house during our ATCO Idol Open Stage Meet & Greet.
We had over 20 performances ranging from pop hits to holiday jingles. The evening even saw some
spontaneous collaborations between the artists. That’s exactly what we hoped to see. It was quite a
night. This format is a first of its kind. We hope to pair local musicians with individuals we serve for the
bigger performance in April at Stuart’s Opera House.
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Congrats to the newly employed of 2017!!
With the support of staff from our Employment Options Division, Athens County currently
has over 90 individuals with disabilities working in the community. This is the most ever.
Below we feature just 10 individuals with developmental disabilities who have secured
and kept their jobs in 2017. Congratulations to each of you. We are so proud of you all!
Will Tompkins – Dishwasher at a Ohio University Dining Hall
Will Tompkins was hired at the Ohio University Dining Hall, The District. Will was hired as a
dishwasher and is responsible for washing the heavy duty pots and pans. He has been employed since January of 2017.
Joe Wessinger —Telemarketer at Residential Programs, Inc.
Joe Wessinger was hired at Residential Programs, Inc., as a telemarketer. He is responsible
for calling individuals that are assigned to him to sell products by reciting a written script.
He has been employed since July of 2017.

Jamey Marcus – Assistant Custodian at ACBDD
Jamey Marcus was hired by the Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities as an
assistant custodian. He is responsible for all required custodial duties as assigned. He has
been employed since June of 2017.

Dale Ellis – Greeter at Texas Roadhouse
Dale Ellis was hired by Texas Roadhouse as a greeter. He is responsible for greeting restaurant patrons as they enter and exit the restaurant. He has been employed since July of
2017.

Glenda Murray—Assistant Child Care Provider at The Kids Place
Glenda Murray was hired by The Kids Place as an assistant child care provider. She is responsible for helping prep and serve lunches to the kids at the day care. She also supervises the children during lunch time. After that she helps clean up and does light custodial
work. Glenda has been employed since July of 2017.
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Newly employed, continued...
Matthew Clowes – Assembler at Quidel
Matthew Clowes was hired at Quidel in Athens as an Assembler. He is responsible for
putting vials in a tray in order to prepare them for sterilization. He has been employed
since July of 2017.
Devin Warren — Custodian at Creative Foundations
Devin Warren was hired at Creative Foundations as a custodian. He does basic janitorial
duties throughout the studio and other duties as assigned or needed. He has been
employed since October of 2017.
Kyle Johansson – Receptionist at ATCO
Kyle Johansson was hired at ATCO as a receptionist. He is responsible for answering the
phone, directing calls and taking messages. He operates the front door ensuring visitor’s
sign in and out. He also does all other office duties as needed and required. Kyle has been
employed since October of 2017.
Carrie Seymour – Pizza Box Folder at Papa John’s
Carrie Seymour was hired at Papa John’s as a pizza box folder. She is responsible for folding pizza boxes and attaching flyers to the top of the boxes in order to have them ready for
the busy weekends. She has been employed since October of 2017.
Derek Lewis — Dishwasher at Ohio University’s Nelson Dining Hall
Derek Lewis was hired at Ohio University’s Nelson Dining Hall. He was hired as a dishwasher and is responsible for loading the trays that go into the dishwasher as well as other duties as assigned. He has been employed since November of 2017.

Once again, congratulations to these newly employed individuals in
our county. We are proud of the good things you’re doing. We also
wish to thank our hard-working staff of the Employment Options
Division for making these success stories possible. We are well on
our way to reaching and exceeding our goal of having 100
individuals with disabilities securing community employment in
Athens County. Stay tuned for that good news.
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Board says good-bye to two exemplary members
November's regular board meeting marked the last
one for board members Rebecca Robison-Miller and
Jennifer DeForest. Both are hard-working and dedicated people who have served on our board well during
their tenure. We appreciate their commitment to our
organization. Here Rebecca poses with Dr. Kevin Davis, our Superintendent (Jennifer was absent). Thank
you both! Athens County is grateful for your support.

Two staff members graduate from Good Life Training
We are proud to announce that both Autumn
Brown, ATCO Transition Manager, and David McNelly,
Service and Support Specialist, have graduated as
Levy 1 Ally Facilitators in the Good Life Training. The
Good Life is a “new mental model” that focuses on
the ability of professionals to show compassion, appreciation, and respect – not only with the people
they serve, but also with their professional peers.

Several staff attend annual OACB conference
The Ohio Association of County Boards hosted
their 34th Annual Statewide Convention earlier this
month. As always, it was a valuable experience with
incredible networking opportunities. The central
theme this year revolved around trust—where you
find it, how to build it, and how to keep it.

New floors coming to Beacon School!
The flooring at Beacon School has been the same
for over 20 years, but that’s all about to change over
Winter Break. Both the tile and carpet in high-traffic
areas will be replaced over the next few weeks.
We wish to thank the board members for approving this replacement. This improvement will give the
school a warmer, fresher look.
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Board’s annual Staff Appreciation a huge success

The third-annual Staff Appreciation Breakfast at Beacon School was
another success. On the menu, we had waffles, hash browns, eggs,
sausage, fruit, and pastries from Sweet Arts Bakery, served to staff by
our managers. This is our way of thanking everyone all for of their hard
work and to celebrate the successes of 2017.

8

December 2017

Newsline

ACBDD Superintendent “hooded” for his doctorate
We are thrilled to share that Dr. Kevin Davis, our
Superintendent, was officially “hooded” during his
graduation ceremony earlier this month. The hooding
ceremony is a special recognition for PhD degree
candidates when a faculty member places the doctoral
hood over the head of the graduate, signifying his or
her success in completing the program.
Although receiving his PhD could be considered
strictly a personal accomplishment, we feel strongly
his achievements reflect positively on our board and
will ultimately benefit those we serve. Besides, we are
incredibly proud.
Here Dr. Davis poses with his wife, Leslie Davis, who
is also well-known in the community for her great
work serving individuals with developmental
disabilities. She currently works with school-age
children at a local public school.

ACBDD in the news
Wanted: Musicians for ‘ATCO Idol’
The Athens NEWS—Dec. 7, 2017

Shining a holiday light at Beacon School
The Athens NEWS—Dec. 11, 2017

ATCO to pair musicians with participants for Idol event
The Athens Messenger—Dec. 12, 2017

For one afternoon, Beacon School transforms into the North Pole
The Athens Messenger—Dec. 13, 2017

Birthdays in January

Anniversaries in January

Joanne Heinzman —Jan. 4
Barbara North-Moss —Jan. 4
Kathy Radcliff —Jan. 7
Sue Orth —Jan. 8
Katie Evans —Jan. 11
Laurie Gregg — Jan. 12

Dick Suehrstedt —1 year
Amy Fronek —1 year
Cale Hagen —2 years
Heather Buckley —1 year
Timothy Jones —1 year
Mark Cullison —6 years
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